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Introduction

The cultural map provides an avenue for urban diplomacy and serves as a key
capacity builder through the establishment of sister city agreements between
municipalities. The sharing of cultural resources and the heritage fostered by these
partnerships not only ensures the protection of cultural assets but also promotes the
sustainable development of cultural heritage. This is achieved by facilitating the
exchange of knowledge and the best practices that help cultivate a more
comprehensive mutual understanding of each cultural heritage. The influx of
migrants and the changing of environmental conditions in Kashan necessitate a
renewed focus on sustainable urban development to address resulting challenges and
risks. As such, preserving and protecting the city's cultural heritage, both tangible
and intangible, have become increasingly urgent. A comprehensive cultural map can
aid in the formulating of strategies for mitigating the effects of rapid urban growth
and climate change on Kashan's historical monuments to ensure their preservation
for future generations.

Research Method

This research employed an applied and developmental approach, comprised of two
phases: qualitative and quantitative. In the qualitative phase, content analysis with
open and axial coding techniques was used for the inductive data analysis. In the
quantitative phase, confirmatory factor analysis and t-tests were conducted to
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validate the components identified in the qualitative phase. Semi-structured
interviews were used as the primary data collection tool throughout both phases of
the research. To ensure reliability and validity of the data collected through
interviews, multiple interviews were conducted in parallel and compared to confirm
consistency. Furthermore, two coders were employed to code the data, and the
agreement between them demonstrated the data's validity. The quantitative phase
involved the use of a researcher-made questionnaire consisting of 37 items based on
data from the qualitative phase. Cronbach's alpha was employed to estimate the
internal consistency of the questionnaire items, resulting in a coefficient greater than
0.7, confirming their validity. The research population consisted of experts related to
cultural heritage, university professors specializing in architecture and urban
planning, and cultural and urban managers. Using purposive sampling, a criterion-
based and heterogeneous approach was employed with participants selected based
on their experience in designing cultural and urban landscapes as well as a
demonstrated record of research and publications related to these fields. The
researchers continued sampling until theoretical saturation, at which no other new
themes or insights emerged from the interviews. In the quantitative phase, 150
individuals from the sectors of cultural heritage tourism, urban experts, and experts
in architecture and urban designing in Kashan formed the statistical population.

Results

In the present study, based on the participants' perspectives, the core codes of
strategies include technical development, technological development, cultural
differences, cultural awareness, cultural heritage care, ecotourism, landscape
sustainability, and public participation. The findings showed that elements such as
the development of information and communication technology, the use of artificial
intelligence equations and calculations, the use of hardware capacities, strengthening
the public electronic space, analyzing national patterns of cultural consumption,
monitoring changes in cultural consumption, strengthening intercultural diversity,
increasing children’'s awareness, awareness-raising campaigns, caring for intangible
cultural assets, preserving historical cultural assets, controlling knowledge gaps
related to cultural services, endogenous empowerment of the local community,
continuity and transmission of indigenous construction culture, controlling energy
consumption and pollution caused by it, cultural policymaking based on heritage
preservation, expanding the mapping of cultural assets to the ecosystem dimension,
using materials with the ability to restore and rebuild, strengthened the sense of
belonging to the place and acknowledged the shared cultural and social landscape,
and such elements formed the strategies for sustainable development of the city
through the cultural map. Factor analysis, the conceptual units of the strategies, was
developed as a factor model. The indicators of the evaluation of the generality of the
factor model as a whole indicate that the data fit the model. All the indicators of the
evaluation of the generality of the factor model, by considering the desired values of
these indicators, indicated the desirability of the factor model of the conceptual units
of the strategies. The conceptual units of the strategies were in a desirable state. In
other words, the correlation of these conceptual units with the conceptual units
related to these themes was estimated to be from medium to high, and as a result, the
measurement tool had factor validity.
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Conclusion

In recent years, urban and territorial development policies have been shifting
towards a focus on the vital role that landscapes play in sustainable and economic
growth. Cultural landscapes are one of the key components of a cultural map and a
significant area of interest for UNESCO. By inscribing cultural landscapes onto the
World Heritage List, UNESCO has enabled the exploration of new avenues for
understanding and preserving local values and cultures. However, due to human
activities and natural changes, these landscapes have been increasingly susceptible
to degradation and destruction. In response, the application of information
technology tools to collect, process, and represent cultural heritage landscape data
has provided robust theoretical and technical foundations for landscape modeling
and applied research. By harnessing the power of these technologies, it can more
effectively safeguard cultural landscapes and their inherent cultural values, while
simultaneously promoting sustainable development in urban and territorial planning.
Landscapes can be broadly categorized as natural and cultural landscapes. In
Kashan, a unique blend of these landscapes exists, which can be harnessed to create
a distinctive spatial representation of human culture. The incorporation of cultural
landscapes into cultural mapping not only provides valuable insight into the spatial
dynamics of human culture but also reflects the historical and natural influences that
shape regional culture. However, achieving sustainable development in Kashan
requires careful consideration of landscape sustainability and public participation, as
these factors are essential for promoting and nurturing the values inherent in the
landscape. These different aspects of the cultural landscape can be conceptualized as
a hierarchy of interrelated elements. Amenities, which can be considered individual
features or attributes, contribute to the formation of amenities, which in turn
combine to form unique cultural scenes. These cultural scenes, in turn, represent the
overall cultural style and aesthetic characteristics of a given place, and form the
basis for cultural practices, value-affective judgments, and even cultural identity
among relevant cultural subjects. By understanding and preserving these cultural
scenes, we can better appreciate and sustain the cultural values of Kashan's
landscapes.

Kaywords: Cultural landscape, development, cultural map, sustainable development,
Kashan.
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Introduction

Abd Al-Rasul Madani (1280-1366 AH / 1863-1946 AD) is one of the clerics of
Kashan who, during the Constitutional era, wrote the treatise Ensafiya in
continuation of the tradition of writing treatises by scholars and in order to show the
conformity of the Constitutional era with the laws of Islam. By publishing it in 1328
AH (1910 AD), he was able to soften the atmosphere to the benefit of the
Constitutional era and the constitutionalists. Fereydoun Adamiat considers the value
of this treatise in intellectual discussions to be higher than that of Na’ini’s Tanbih al-
Ummah wa Tanzih al-Milla (The admonition of people and the refinement of
Sharia). In this treatise, Madani paid special attention to the economic issues of the
Qajar period. Relying on Quranic verses and hadiths, he considers the acquisition of
wealth as endorsed by Islam, linking it to the creation of freedom and security in
society.

Materials and Methods

This article analyzes Abd Al-Rasul Madani's views on the economy of Kashan
during the Qajar period using a historical and descriptive-analytical method and with
the help of archival documents and primary sources. The aim of this article is to test
the hypothesis that Abd Al-Rasul Madani's views on the economic situation of
Kashan during the Qajar period are consistent with reality and are confirmed by the
original documents and sources. Therefore, Madani's points of view are presented in
a concrete manner, and their conformity with the sources and documents is assessed.

Results and Findings

The findings of this article show that Abd Al-Rasul Madani's views are supported by
archival documents and primary sources, confirming their alignment with historical
realities.

Madani observed a change in the country’s economic policy during the Qajar
era, shifting from exporting manufactured goods to importing them while instead
exporting raw materials. As a result, the reduction in the number of weaving
machines caused a decrease in silk production, and following the recession of
industries and unemployment of workers, farmers also faced a recession and turned
to selling raw silk. Exporting raw silk was more profitable; therefore, merchants got
involved in this business and exported raw silk and imported cloth. Madani
emphasizes the added value that the manufactured goods have compared to the raw
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material. On the other hand, since the farmers of Kashan cultivated industrial
agricultural products such as cotton and tobacco, Kashan's grain had to be imported
from outside Kashan, and there was always a grain deficit in Kashan. This situation,
especially in Kashan, exacerbated to the famine of 1288 AH (1871 AD).

Regarding customs duties and their impact on traditional Iranian industries
against foreign goods, he protested why the government did not collect much
customs duty on foreign goods so that they would be imported more expensively
and find a smaller market.

He believed that taxes should be collected in proportion to the income and assets
of individuals and objected to the collection of arbitrary taxes. Madani believed that
the country's income and expenditures should be recorded and considered this issue
to be one of the principles of a constitutional government.

The widespread unemployment and people's engagement in unproductive jobs as
well as the multiple occupations of government officials, were always central issues
for this innovative cleric. Abd Al-Rasoul Madani criticized unemployment, viewing
it as an obstacle to constitutionalism. Although Kashan had always been wealthy
due to surplus production; at this time, people were unemployed and the city was
impoverished due to the import of foreign fabrics. Madani also cited unemployment
as one of the reasons for the rise of Nayeb Hossein Kashi to power and the
prolongation of his rebellion. Moreover, Madani condemned taking up multiple
occupations, regarding it as an impediment to constitutionalism.

Madani has addressed the issue of downsizing the government and making it
more agile, which perhaps few innovators at that time thought about. As the head of
the Kashan provincial association and the Peace Court, one of Kashan’s Sharia
courts, he, as a person who was informed and involved in executive work in the
post-constitutional period, was aware of the increasing number of government
offices and the difficulties faced by the people of Kashan. Thus, he emphasized that
departments should be small and agile.

Conclusion

Abd al-Rasul Madani identifies the root causes of various problems in the country
during the constitutional period primarily arising from economic issues. The import
of foreign goods at low tariffs had caused the bankruptcy of Kashan’s textile
weaving workshops. Madani argued for high tariffs on foreign goods, reducing taxes
for domestic trade, and exporting manufactured goods with high added value rather
than raw materials. He believed that wealth should be attained through productive
occupations, like agriculture. He endorsed wealth acquisition as sanctioned by
Islam, leading to security and freedom in society. His recommendation was to
abandon non-productive occupations in favor of productive work. Madani
continually criticized the multiple occupations of government officials during that
time. He believed the government should be small and agile to effectively manage
affairs without needing to expand its scope across all sectors. His insights were
rooted in addressing the core issues of his time, linking the resolution of problems to
the internal awareness and economic initiative of the people.

Keywords: Abd Al-Rasul Madani, Qajar period economy, unemployment,
constitutionalism, textile weaving workshops, imports.
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Introduction

Along with recent advances in technology, a significant change has taken place in all
industries, including banking industry, causing banks to move towards digital and
open banking (Misra, 2019). In open banking, users can access their financial data
through diverse ways, including internet banking, mobile banking and are no longer
required to go to banks to do their banking (Carriere-Swallow, Haksar, & Patnam,
2021). Open banking challenges the existing data ownership methods and returns the
control of financial data to consumers (Chan, 2020). In general, open banking can
solve the challenges of data ownership for controlling customers’ financial
information (Laplante, & Kshetri, 2021; Sivathanu, 2019) and help overcome
financial problems (Arner, Barberis, & Buckley, 2015; Schueffel, 2016). Despite the
benefits of open banking, studies have shown that, despite the long queues of
customers in some branches of Tejarat Bank in Kashan (Iran), customers still prefer
traditional/face-to-face banking and do not approve of open banking. According to
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the technology acceptance model (Davis, 1989), perceived ease, usefulness, and
people’s attitudes are the main factors affecting people’s view towards new
technologies. Studies have shown that other factors may also influence the intention
to accept technology: perceived risk, previous consumption experience, uncertainty
avoidance, and consumer inertia. Accordingly, the present study aims to develop a
technology acceptance model (TAM) in the field of open banking.

Materials and Methods

This study is positivistic in terms of research philosophy. The research strategy is
correlational since cause-and-effect relationships between the variables are examined
in the research model. The research type is quantitative as the collected data are
examined through statistical computing software. The target population of this study
is the customers of Tejarat Bank branches in Kashan (lran). G-Power software was
used to determine the sample size; the suggested number of the software was 47
people. Also, to estimate the sample size, the rule of minimum 5 times and maximum
20 times of the maximum number of questions of a variable was used. Since the
largest number of questions related to the variables of previous consumption
experience and consumer inertia was 9 questions, the minimum and maximum
sample size were determined as 45. A total of 251 questionnaires were distributed
among the target samples. A questionnaire was used to collect the data. To check the
validity of the measurement instrument, content validity was used for determining
the appropriateness of the content of the questionnaire items. Additionally, to
confirm its formal validity, the questionnaire items were extracted from previous
relevant literature; duplicate items were removed; similar items were merged; and
additional items were reduced. Experts confirmed the validity of the questionnaire.
The questionnaire included 8 variables: the ease of use, perceived usefulness,
attitudes towards use, consumer inertia, uncertainty avoidance, perceived risk,
previous consumption experience, and intention to use open banking. Each
dimension was investigated by a specific number of components through a
researcher-made questionnaire.

In order to ensure the reliability of the questionnaire, Cronbach’s alpha method
was used. The o coefficients were between 0.921 and 0.970 for the 8 variables, which
indicated the reliability of the questionnaire. One-sample t test was run in SPSS
examine the relationships between the studied variables. Due to non-normality of the
data, the structural equation modelling was performed in Smart PLS software for
checking the model fit and for analyzing the data.

Results and Findings
The results of testing the proposed research model are shown in Figure 1.
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Figure 1: Significant relationships based on Smart-PLS results

As shown in Figure 1, the amount of factor loading in all the questions related to the
variables is higher than 0.7; thus, the reliability of the research model can be confirmed.
The numerical explanation coefficient is between zero and one, and if this number is
more than 0.6, it indicates that the independent variable has been able to explain the
dependent variable to a large extent. The coefficient of explanation in intention to use is
0.953, which is very high. It shows that this variable is explained by other independent
variables in the study. For the amount of the explanatory coefficient in the attitudes to
use variable, this number is higher than 0.6, which indicates that the independent
variable of attitude can explain this variable to a large extent.

Table 1: The results of testing the research hypotheses

Sig. T-test Results
0.915 0.107 Rejected
0.007 2.730 Confirmed
0.513 0.655 Rejected
0.024 2.271 Confirmed
0.019 2.348 Confirmed
0.003 3.002 Confirmed
0.016 2.421 Confirmed
0.007 2.995 Confirmed
0.908 0.115 Rejected
0.009 2.617 Confirmed
0.107 1.616 Rejected
0.013 2.485 Confirmed
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Sig. T-test Results
0.000 7.197 Confirmed
0.000 10.659 Confirmed
0.000 1.984 Confirmed
0.000 3.618 Confirmed
0.000 3.901 Confirmed
0.000 5.824 Confirmed
0.000 4,143 Confirmed
0.000 12.798 Confirmed
0.005 2.821 Confirmed
0.001 3.433 Confirmed

Table 1 shows the results of testing all the research hypotheses. As shown in this
table, the mediating role of attitude in the relationship between perceived risk and
intention to use as well as in the association between perceived ease and intention to
use is rejected. In other relations of attitude mediation, due to the non-rejection of the
direct and indirect influences of variables, attitude has a partial mediating role.
Moreover, the perceived usefulness has a partial mediating role due to the direct and
indirect effect of the perceived ease on the attitude to use.

Conclusion
The results showed that, among all the research hypotheses, only two hypotheses
which were related to the effect of perceived risk on the attitude to use and the effect
of perceived ease on the attitude to use were not confirmed. Additionally, consumer
inertia, perceived risk, and uncertainty avoidance had a negative effect on the
intention to use open banking while perceived usefulness, perceived ease, and
previous consumption experience had a positive effect on the intention to accept
open banking. To reduce the risks perceived by the customers of Tejarat Bank, the
following suggestions are provided:
e Creating an option in the software to return the transactions done with a
limited time condition
¢ Reducing the obligations of software users during the registration of bank
customers
o Offering substantial support to customers with respect to the lost
information and their capital
To reduce the consumer inertia of Tejarat Bank customers, the following suggestions
are provided:
e Guiding and encouraging bank customers by bank employees in order to
help people use open banking services
e Comparing traditional banking with open banking and explaining the
positive effects of the latter for the customers

Keywords: consumer inertia, open banking, technology acceptance mode, consumer
behavior.
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Introduction

One of the most superior managerial strategies that enables organizations to respond
effectively and continuously to environmental opportunities and threats is human
resource agility. The core of human resource agility is the ability to change the
capabilities and capacities of human resources and, in line with that, the training of
human resources to fully master knowledge and skills. Therefore, creating agile
organizations and cultivating skilled and trained personnel in high-risk work
environments is of paramount importance. Despite the significance of agile human
resources within organizations, a substantial portion of research in the realm of
human resource agility has remained conceptual and theoretical. There is a notable
deficiency of models and indicators for human resource agility as well as a lack of
empirical research assessing agility in medium and large companies. Therefore, the
present study aims to design and validate a human resource agility model in medium
and large companies of the Aran and Bidgol Industrial Town.

Materials and Methods

This research employed a mixed-methods approach, combining exploratory research
with a model of constructing a data collection tool that focused on quantitative
methods. Through 15 semi-structured interviews with university experts, faculty
members, and 15 deputy managers and directors from medium and large industrial
companies in Aran and Bidgol (as the qualitative sample), the components of human
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resource agility were identified using a grounded theory paradigm model. The
sample size was selected gradually and purposefully with theoretical saturation of
the categories of human resources agility serving as the criterion for ending
sampling. The data collection tool was a semi-structured interview. The data was
analyzed using MAXQDA qualitative data analysis software and the coding
procedures of Strauss and Corbin (2016). To ensure the credibility of the qualitative
research, this study employed Lincoln and Guba's criteria. Reliability was achieved
by using structured convergent interviewing, systematic data recording, coding, and
interpretation procedures. Two interviewers conducted separate parallel interviews
to strengthen the reliability of the data. The quantitative portion of the study utilized
a survey-based model to ensure its validity. The sample size, determined by
Morgan's table, consisted of 60 academic experts and 377 employees from various
levels (small-scale, medium-level, and managerial) in medium and large companies
located in Aran and Bidgol Industrial Town. After data collection and analysis,
SPSS software and descriptive statistics such as frequency, percentage, and mean
were used to describe the data. The research model was evaluated using structural
equation modeling (SEM) with AMOS. The sampling process for the quantitative
part of the study was a stratified random sampling. The validity of the research
instrument was established through face validity (expert agreement on the
indicators) and convergent validity, which confirmed the convergence of the
different components of the human resource agility model.

Results and Findings

After completing the qualitative data collection process, the audio recordings of
interviews with academic and non-academic experts (managers, deputy managers,
and employees of industrial companies) were transcribed into a 124-page document
(34,000 words). In this stage, two qualitative coders sequentially conducted open,
axial, and selective coding to analyze both explicit and implicit themes in the
interviews. After coding and categorizing the concepts, categories, and themes from
the interviews using the MAXQDA qualitative data analysis software, an initial 443
open codes were extracted. These codes were then axially coded into 154 concepts
and 40 main categories. The connections between the main categories and the
known components of the grounded theory paradigmatic model are shown in Figure
1.
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Based on the descriptive findings from the analysis of the components and
indicators related to the causal conditions for human resource agility in small and
medium-sized enterprises in Aran and Bidgol Industrial Town, the index of
‘providing human resources with access to job knowledge and information within
the organizational access component was found to be unreliable according to the
respondents' answers and had a mean score of 2.64, which was below the average of
3. Based on these findings, the index related to the causal conditions for creating
human resource agility was excluded. Other indices related to contextual conditions,
intervening variables, core phenomenon components, action strategies, and
organizational agility outcomes had a higher average score than the theoretical mean
of 3. To determine the status of the core phenomenon, causal conditions, contextual
conditions, intervening variables, action strategies, and outcomes of human resource
agility, a one-sample t-test was used given the normal distribution of the variables.
Based on this test, all elements of the human resource agility paradigm model were
found to be sufficiently desirable for creating human resource agility. To validate
the factors identified using grounded theory regarding the various components of the
human resource agility paradigm, structural equation modeling and confirmatory
factor analysis were employed. The results from the independent analysis of each
component of the human resource agility model as well as the overall model, in
small and medium-sized enterprises in Aran and Bidgol Industrial Town, showed
that the factor loadings of all considered factors and components exceeded the
acceptable threshold of 0.4. This indicated that the factors and sub-indices of the
human resource agility model in the industrial companies of Aran and Bidgol had a
satisfactory fit and validity.
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Conclusion

The results of this research demonstrated that agile human resources were equipped
with resources and elements such as knowledge and learning, intelligence and
competency, innovation and creativity, speed, adaptability, responsiveness,
flexibility, resilience, foresight, and change orientation. In shaping these elements,
the continuity and consistency of training for new organizational duties and
responsibilities, providing comprehensive and universal training opportunities in
human resources, diversifying training topics, and operationalizing the learning
organization concept through multidisciplinary training (causal factors) have played
a significant role. These factors, along with structural conditions such as flexible
working hours, developing a trust-based environment, selecting multi-skilled and
full-time employees with knowledge capabilities in a dynamic and professionally
governed environment (contextual conditions), have had a significant impact. These
conditions, in turn, have been mediated by improving welfare indicators, simplicity,
diversity, and job redesign, tailoring performance management, organizing
knowledge-based compensation systems in a proactive manner and by ensuring
cohesive and integrated performance and group activities that ultimately lead to

agility.

Keywords: agility, human resource agility, Aran and Bidgol industrial town,
structural equation modeling, grounded theory.
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Introduction

Zoomorphic (animal-design) carpets from the Safavid period are significant in terms
of their convergence of visual elements and diverse cultural layers. Their importance
stems from the manifestation of manuscript-painting traditions on woven textiles
and from the prominent role of hunting iconography for Safavid Kings. The adept
utilization of visual components, structured upon sound organizational principles,
has resulted in masterpieces throughout art history. As prime examples of the fusion
between painting and traditional weaving in the Safavid era, zoomorphic carpets
hold special importance. Their acclamation among connoisseurs reflects the artist’s
observance of organizational principles in deploying visual elements and, ultimately,
the viewer’s perception of Gestalt principles. The diversity, symmetry, harmony,
and coherence among the compositional elements of these carpets facilitate the
viewer’s comprehension of Gestalt principles. Kashan, recognized as one of the
foremost carpet-weaving centers in the Safavid era, produced significant
zoomorphic carpets now housed in the Carpet Museum of Tehran, the Calouste
Gulbenkian Museum in Lisbon, the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York, and
the Louvre Museum in Paris.

Methodology

This research adopts a descriptive-analytical method and conducted through library
research, direct observations, and virtual visits to Safavid zoomorphic carpets in
museums. It is qualitative in nature and aims at developmental objectives. To fulfill
the research goals, this study has employed the visual principles of the Gestalt
school. Non-probability sampling was applied, and from among extant Safavid
zoomorphic carpets, woven in Kashan, four examples were selected. Consequently,
this study evaluates and analyzes Safavid zoomorphic carpets based on Gestalt
principles. These carpets demonstrate interrelationships in terms of similarity,
proximity, continuity, closure, figure—ground, common fate, overlapping, symmetry.

Findings

Assessing Gestalt principles in Safavid zoomorphic carpets of Kashan indicates a
clear perception of the figure—ground principle across all four samples as common in
many exquisite carpets. The principle of similarity was not just limited to the piece
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in the Carpet Museum of lIran; it can also be observed in the carpet kept in the
Calouste Gulbenkian, where color and form enhance the perception of similarity.
Except for the carpet housed in the Louvre Museum, the principle of closure applies
to all other three cases. Perceptual illusions are distinctly identifiable only in the
specimen in the Carpet Museum of Tehran. Symmetry is readily perceivable in the
three carpets held in the Carpet Museum of Tehran, the Calouste Gulbenkian
Museum, and the Louvre Museum. Proximity, common region, and connected
elements are recognized solely in the carpets in the Metropolitan Museum and the
Louvre Museum. Finally, the principle of overlapping is exclusive to the specimen
held in the Metropolitan Museum.

Conclusion

According to the findings, all four Kashani zoomorphic carpets from the Safavid
era—like many other notable carpets—exhibit the figure—ground principle.
Additionally, the principles of similarity, closure, and symmetry are perceived most
frequently (in three samples). Next, the principles of proximity, parallelism,
common region, and connected elements appear equally. In the end, perceptual
illusion and overlapping display the lowest incidence among the studied samples.
Symmetry in the borders of these carpets is prominently employed due to the type of
modular (repeating) design used. Similarity is a salient principle in the depiction of
Khitai spirals (Arabesque scrolls) and other ornamental motifs in the selected
samples. Overall, the artist endeavored to maintain balance among the motifs so that
diverse floral and ornamental elements of various sizes are distributed evenly and at
equidistant intervals. This method is likewise mirrored in the coloring of surfaces
and outlines. A design demonstrating a stronger prdgnanz appears more correct and
aesthetically superior and, thereby, gaining a higher value. Hence, in certain
sections, the elements that are similar but smaller obey the principle of proximity
and are arranged in such a way as to be perceived as a single whole. Order,
harmony, equilibrium, and balance among differently sized components are
achieved through this method. Such organization in compositions, including
elements varying in size, design, color, and contrast, facilitates the viewer’s visual
navigation across the entire piece.

In examining these works—particularly in larger-scale carpets—the observer’s focal
distance and field of view can influence the presence or quality of the Gestalt cues.
Certain Gestalt principles, when viewed at close range (due to increased detail and
thus stepping away from a unified whole), become more pronounced, sometimes
manifested as overlapping. This is readily perceptible in the specimen preserved in
the Metropolitan Museum of Art. Paying simultaneous attention to both overall
layout and minute details in Safavid zoomorphic carpets from Kashan enables
different Gestalt perceptions at varying viewing distances. It can be inferred that,
within the framework of Persian carpet design, a higher degree of detail can generate
a richer array of Gestalt effects. In smaller-size carpets, there is often greater
consistency in the spacing of motifs on the one hand, and a more cohesive
integration of the carpet’s background design on the other.

Keywords: Kashan zoomorphic carpets, Safavid carpet, catch and take motifs,
Gestalt principles.
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Introduction

Nowadays, sustainability is one of the most important issues in the world; as a
result, the theme for the World Tourism Day in 2023 was "tourism and green
investment". Museum ecolodge and museum hotel can play a great role in realizing
this theme and the sustainable development of tourism.

International Council of Museums (ICOM) presented a new definition of a
museum and put forth the concept of sustainability. According to the ICOM
definition at the Prague conference in 2022, a museum is a non-profit and permanent
institution at the service of the community that researches, collects, preserves,
interprets, and displays tangible and intangible heritage. Museums that are open,
accessible, and inclusive to the public promote diversity and sustainability (Dolak,
2022: 1-97). In recent years, the emergence of new museums is an important factor
in the cultural, social and economic prosperity of societies.

One of the sustainable and new forms of museums that have emerged in the last
decade are museum ecolodge and museum hotel (Gokiiz et al., 2022: 170-171;
Zitzlsperger, 2016: 11-20). This form of museums increases the duration of visit and
stay at the destination, which is one of the principles of sustainable development of
tourism. Puppet and Toy Museum Guesthouse of Kashan, which dates back to 150
years ago and belongs to the Qajar period, is an example of this type of museums
which selected as case study.
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Research Method

This research pursues two objectives: 1) to identify the activities of Puppet and Toy
Museum Guesthouse in Kashan that have led to the sustainability of economic,
social, and environmental dimensions; 2) to investigate the level of satisfaction of
domestic tourists, regarding the sustainable activities of Puppet & Toy Museum
Guesthouse; in order to achieve the above goals, the qualitative - quantitative
methods have been used. In the first stage, data was collected through in-depth and
face-to-face interviews. The sample size was 5 people (I museum founder and
researcher, | museum director, and 3 museum guides/curators), and the criteria for
selecting these people was their activity and work experience in the field of the
museum and in the residence museum. In the second step, based on the results
obtained from the interviews, a questionnaire was designed to assess the level of
domestic tourists' satisfaction with the sustainable activities of Puppet and Toy
Museum Guesthouse, and the data were analyzed through SPSS tools (one-sample t-
test).

Research Findings

The results of the qualitative analysis illustrated that the museum ecolodge had a
significant role in minimizing the negative impact of tourism in the destination.
Twenty-nine open codes for the social dimension. Twenty open codes for the
cultural dimension; eight open codes for the economic dimension, and nineteen open
codes were identified for the environmental dimension. In the second step, based on
the results obtained from the interviews, a questionnaire was designed to assess the
level of domestic tourists' satisfaction with the sustainable activities of Puppet and
Toy Museum Guesthouse, and the results of data analysis with the help of one
sample T-test, revealed their high satisfaction.

Conclusion

Museum ecolodge emerged as a new concept in the field of sustainable tourism. By
combining cultural heritage with eco-friendly practices, these accommodations will
bring a unique and comprehensive experience to tourists while promoting
responsible tourism. The benefits of museum ecolodges go beyond environmental
protection and include economic empowerment, cultural heritage preservation, and
social development. As the demand for sustainable tourism continues to grow,
museum ecolodges will play an important role in shaping the future of travel. As
tourists seek meaningful and authentic experiences, museum ecolodges create a
bridge between the past and the future and enable visitors to preserve the past while
building a better future for future generations. Several suggestions can be considered
for the development of the museum ecolodges. At first, governments and tourism
authorities should provide incentives and support for the development of museum
ecolodges, including financial incentives, tax reduction, and simplification of
licensing procedures, these supports can help overcome the challenges of initial
investment and encourage the creation of more museum ecolodges. Also,
cooperation between museums, cultural organizations, and ecotourism should be
strengthened. Joint projects such as exhibitions, workshops, and cultural festivals
can enhance the experience of visitors and tourists and promote the preservation of
cultural heritage. In addition, educational programs and awareness campaigns
should be launched to educate tourists about the benefits and importance of
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sustainable tourism. By increasing awareness and fostering a sense of responsibility
among tourists, it is possible to increase the demand for sustainable accommodations
such as museum ecolodges. Tourists should be encouraged to choose
environmentally friendly options and support sustainable practices in their travel
choices. As the world increasingly emphasizes the importance of sustainable
development, the demand for museum residences is likely to increase in the future.
The case study in the present research was Puppet and Toy Museum Guesthouse
located in Kashan, Isfahan, Iran. The results of the qualitative data analysis
illustrated that this museum ecolodge is a national-historical monument which
renovated and restored and is used as a residence building from a cultural
perspective (preserving heritage, memories and identity) is sustainable. Moreover,
from the environmental perspective, renovation and recycling and restoration, use of
traditional architecture that leads to optimal consumption of cooling and heating
energy, policies aimed at reducing plastic waste production, reducing paper
consumption are also sustainable. In addition, through activities such as the
presentation and display of toys and puppets, belonging to the Qajar era, dolls of the
world exhibition, performance rituals by guides, it can be said that Puppet and Toy
Museum Guesthouse from the cultural aspect is sustainable. Lastly, Museum
ecolodge by attracting cultural tourism, by helping employment and local income
from the economic aspect, as well as by creating a sense of place, fulfilling social
responsibility, and community participation from the social dimension establishes
the pillars of sustainability in museums.

Keywords: sustainable development, sustainable tourism, museum ecolodge, green
museum, museum hotel.
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Introduction

Stories read or heard by children have a profound impact on their thoughts and
emotions, helping them better understand and resolve problems (Elyasi, citing
Poluski, 1396:44). Children’s literature refers to a collection of literary and artistic
texts and works aimed at children and adolescents under 15 years of age. Stories,
narratives, and tales have the power to captivate readers for hours and transport them
away from the real world (Elyasi, 1396:36). According to the World Health
Organization, cancer is a disease that can affect any part of the body and comes in
many forms (WHO, 2020). Today, cancer is one of the leading causes of death
worldwide. According to the latest statistics in 2020, 10 million people die from this
chronic disease each year (Ferlay et al., 2020). Bibliotherapy (poetry therapy and
storytelling) is particularly important in the treatment of children with life-
threatening illnesses such as cancer. The essential pattern of storytelling includes
elements that can be used to create a compelling and effective story.

Research Method

This research employes quasi-experimental method and is a pre-test, post-test study
with a control group. In this design, the subjects have been randomly selected and
assigned to different groups. Before the independent variable is implemented, the
selected subjects in both groups are measured and assessed through a pre-test. In this
study, the pre-test plays a role in applying statistical control, comparison, and
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ultimately measuring the amount of change caused by the experiments (Delavar,
1394:15). The sample of this study consists of children with cancer whom the
researcher recruited over two months using three questionnaires and two stages of
bibliotherapy. The set of tools used to collect data in this research includes the
following three:

_ Children’s hope scale

_ Spence children’s anxiety scale (SCAS)

_ A questionnaire on the child’s illness level completed by the physician

In this research, the criterion for measuring and determining the sample size was
the interview with physicians, specialists, psychologists, and social workers.
Therefore, based on the research objective, the questionnaires were prepared, and
the research findings were provided. According to the approval of the group of
experts, at a 95% confidence level and a study power of 80%, as well as a 20%
probability of dropout among respondents in the later stages, a total of 30 child
patients were included in the storytelling and poetry therapy group and 30 in the
control group. Finally, to analyze the research data, SPSS version 22 software and
repeated measure analysis of variance were used.

Research Findings

This study examined the effects of storytelling and poetry therapy sessions on
children with cancer aged 8 to 12 years. The indicators of effectiveness in this study
include hope, anxiety, and emotional expression. The results showed that
storytelling and poetry therapy sessions had a positive impact on the level of hope
for life, reducing anxiety and fear, and expressing emotions in children. It is also
possible that the effect of drug treatments and the improvement of children’s
physical condition may increase. Initially, the physical condition of children in the
control and experimental groups was evaluated by a physician. Then, the children in
the training group participated in 15 storytelling and poetry therapy sessions. After
the end of the treatment sessions, both groups of children were reassessed, and their
psychological and physical conditions were examined.

Conclusion

According to the results obtained from the hope variable, the significance level is
0.319 in the control group. In the continuation of the research process, after
conducting storytelling and poetry therapy sessions, the level of hope was assessed
again among the children in the control group using the prepared questionnaire. The
results showed that there was no significant difference in this group over this period.
The test results in the experimental group showed a significance level of 0.004. This
means that in the experimental group, i.e., children who attended storytelling and
poetry therapy sessions, there were noticeable and increasing changes in the
direction of increasing children’s hope. Regarding the anxiety variable, children
were initially divided into control and experimental groups. The level of anxiety and
fear of children in the control group was first calculated. After conducting
storytelling and poetry therapy sessions, the level of anxiety of these children was
reassessed. The test results showed a significance level of 0.573. These results
indicate that the level of anxiety and fear of these children did not change. Also, the
level of anxiety and fear of children in the experimental group was measured twice.
First, before the beginning of the storytelling therapy sessions and after the end of
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these sessions, the level of anxiety of the children was assessed and recorded. The
test results showed a significance level of 0.000; therefore, children in the
experimental group experienced a decrease in anxiety, fear, and stress during
storytelling and poetry therapy sessions. Regarding the variable of emotional
expression, children were divided into the control and experimental groups. The
level of emotional expression and its ability in the children of this group were first
measured before the implementation of the therapy sessions. After the end of the
storytelling and poetry therapy sessions, the level of emotional expression of the
children in the control group was measured again using the same questionnaire. The
test results showed a significance level of 0.637. The test results showed a
significance level of 0.002. After the end of the storytelling and poetry therapy
sessions, the physical condition and the level of treatment response to their bodies
were reassessed using the research questionnaire. The results showed an average
positive increase in the children’s mental and physical state. According to the results
of the analysis of variance test, the significance level was determined to be 0.000.
This number indicates a significant difference between the physical condition of
children before and after the storytelling therapy sessions.

Keywords: Therapeutic literature, storytelling, children with cancer, neurosis, hope.
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Introduction

Tourism is recognized as one of the most significant and promising activities in the
cntemporary world, with economists describing it as “invisible exports.” This
industry can contribute to the development of various regions and bring about
notable changes in the economic, political, social, and cultural dimensions of tourist
destinations. In this context, Iran's role is particularly important due to its unique and
unparalleled tourist attractions, which place the country among the top ten tourist
destinations globally. To develop the tourism industry and attract tourists, efficient
infrastructure in tourism-related sectors is essential. Such infrastructure plays a key
role in the relationship between Tourism and the economic growth of countries. One
of the crucial sectors related to tourism is air transport. Generally, tourism involves
the movement of people from their place of residence to distant locations, and, thus,
transportation is considered one of the main pillars of the tourism industry.

Materials and Methods

This applied research is descriptive-exploratory in nature. The purpose of this study
is to examine the challenges of the air transport sector arising from the tourism
recession during the COVID-19 pandemic, with a focus on Kashan Airport. The
study uses a qualitative content analysis approach. This method involves identifying
a phenomenon (content analysis) and creating a thematic network (describing the
phenomenon) in three different levels: basic themes, organizing themes (concepts
derived from combining and summarizing the basic themes), and global themes
(overarching themes that represent the general principles of the content). Finally, a
thematic network model is designed using the MAXQDA software to create a
qualitative framework of the challenges in air transportation due to the pandemic
and possible solutions.
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Results and Findings

To identify the challenges of air transport caused by the COVID-19 outbreak and to
propose solutions, 17 interviews were conducted, and a three-stage content analysis
process was applied. In the first stage, the researcherers identified the challenges
faced by air transport following the outbreak of COVID-19 and proposed potential
solutions. The interviewees were asked to share their experiences and perspectives
on the challenges related to air transport caused by the widespread spread of the
virus. After carefully reviewing all interviews, 145 key points were initially
identified. Upon re-examining these points, basic themes were formed. In this stage,
repeated points were consolidated into a single category, and those that were less
relevant were discarded. Ultimately, 57 basic themes were extracted. In the next
stage, by categorizing the basic themes, organizing themes were formed.
Accordingly, related codes or points were grouped together and given a title. In
total, 17 themes were identified, which included airport closure and flight
cancellations, damage to tourism businesses due to flight cancellations, flight price
increases, lack of cooperation from banks and private investors, heavy costs imposed
on airports, insurance service issues, decreased revenue for tourism units, lack of
government funding, workforce reduction, socio-economic challenges for
employees, loss of the tourist market, decreased demand for travel, management
problems, loss of growth opportunities, adverse lifestyle changes, formation of
xenophobia among locals, and physical and psychological damages. Finally, by
grouping and combining organizing themes, global themes emerged. These included
operational problems and reduced supply chain activities, financial crises, human
resource issues, inability to formulate targeted policies, and the emergence of social
and psychological abnormalities as the global challenges of air transport at Kashan
Airport following the COVID-19 outbreak. In this section, solutions to address the
crisis in the air transport industry at Kashan Airport due to COVID-19 were
proposed. These solutions addressed the identified challenges. After analyzing the
interview content regarding solutions, 60 key points were identified.

Conclusion

The findings show that the challenges faced by air transport at Kashan Airport
following the COVID-19 outbreak include operational problems, reduced supply
chain activities, financial crises, human resource issues, inability to formulate
targeted policies, and the emergence of social and psychological abnormalities. To
address these crises, solutions such as providing large-scale support measures,
improving organizational and inter-organizational strategies, and adopting
appropriate preventive and treatment approaches are recommended. Furthermore,
social and psychological abnormalities, including adverse lifestyle changes and the
formation of xenophobia among locals, need to be addressed. Comprehensive
solutions to counter air transport crisis involve offering financial support measures
(such as financial and credit indicators and government support), adopting
appropriate preventive and treatment measures (including enhancing safety and
hygiene standards), and implementing organizational and inter-organizational
strategies (such as organizing tourism sector stakeholders).

Keywords: content analysis, challenges, air transport, solutions, COVID-19,
tourism industry.
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Introduction
From long ago, the words of the Prophet of Islam and religious leaders and divine
saints have found their way into Persian poetry and prose. Poets and writers of the
Persian language have tried to strengthen their words by religious ideas due to their
love and devotion to the Household of the Prophet. This state has continued up to
the present moment and become the source of pride for all Persian speakers. Nahj al-
Balagha is one of the surces of inspiration. One of the themes in Nahj al-Balagha is
theology embodied in sermons like khutba 1, 49, 65, 155, 179. Among Persian-
speaking poets inspired by Nahj al-Balagha is Fayz, whose mystical poetry reflects
the monotheistic teachings of Nahj al-Balagha. Arising from his heart, Fayz’s poems
allow the understanding of the high and sublime concepts of the precious words of
Nahj al-Balagheh.

In line with that, the questions raised in this study are: 1. which themes illustrare
the highest level of influence of Nahj al-Balagha on Fayz's poem? 2. Is the effect of
Nahj al-Balagha on Fayz's poems verbal or conceptual?

Research Method

The research method is descriptive-analytic and the data were collected through
library study. In this research, those poems by Fayz concerned with the field of
theology are first considered; then, the monotheistic themes of selected poems
reflecting Nahj al-Balagha are discussed.

Discussion and Conclusion
The following results are obtained from the current research:

1. The examples mentioned in this study show that Imam Ali's words in Nahj al-
Balagha influenced Fayz Kashani in composing his monotheistic poems. Nahj al-
Balagha is to be one of the most important sources of his intellectual thoughts in
mysticism.

2. The bases of Fayz Kashani's epistemology were influenced by Imam Ali’s
teachings, including the inability of reason to know the essence of truth, the need to
know God before worship, the need for inner purity to gain knowledge of God, and
the manifestations of the world. The highest effect of Nahj al-Balagha on Fayz
Kashani's poems is related to the monotheistic teachings related to the attributes of
God such as those of non-appearance, placelessness, and timelessness.

3. It has Nahj al-Balagha, rather than the words of the Prophet that affected Fayz.

4. One of the best ways to know God, which is mentioned in Fayz Kashani's
poems, is thinking about the phenomena of the world.

Key words: Imam Ali, Nahj al-Balaghah, Fayz Kashani, monotheism, the collection
of poems.
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