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Abstract

This study examines the role and function of the Kashan Chamber of Commerce in
the economic and social transformations of the city during the period from 1955 to
1964. Its main objective is to explain the position of this institution in regulating
commercial and industrial activities, pursuing the demands of economic actors, and
contributing to the resolution of Kashan’s economic and urban issues within the
context of Iran’s economic transformations during the 1950s and early 1960s—a
period in which the Iranian economy gradually entered a phase of stability and growth.
This study is library based and analytical, examining the Chamber’s documents,
including administrative correspondence, reports, and minutes. The central hypothesis
of the study is that during this period the Chamber, in addition to organizing
commercial affairs, served as an intermediary between economic actors and
government institutions and played an effective role in pursuing economic issues and
developing urban infrastructure. The article is organized into three sections: first, an
examination of Iran’s economic and social context and Kashan’s economic position;
second, a history of the formation of the Assembly of Merchants’ Representatives and
the Kashan Chamber of Commerce; and third, an analysis of the activities of this
institution based on the available documents. The findings indicated that the Chamber
played an important role in strengthening the regional economy by addressing
infrastructural conditions, supporting local industries such as carpet weaving and
textiles, and seeking to expand banking and communication services.

Keywords: Kashan chamber of commerce, Iranian economy during the second
Pahlavi era, economic institutions, industry and trade in Kashan, economic history of
Iran

Extended Abstract

Abstract

This study examines the role and function of Kashan Chamber of Commerce in the
economic and social transformations of this city during years from1334 to 1343 SH
(1955 - 1964). The main objective is to elucidate the position of this institution in
regulating commercial and industrial activities, pursuing the demands of economic
actors, and participating in resolving the economic and urban issues of Kashan within
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the context of economic developments in Iran during the 1330s and early 1340s
(1950s and early 1960s)—a period of almost stabilization and growth in economy.
The key hypothesis is that during this period, Chamber, in addition to organizing
commercial affairs, acted as an intermediary between economic actors and
governmental institutions and was effective in pursuing economic issues and the
development of urban infrastructure. The article is organized into three sections: first,
it examines the economic and social contexts of Iran and the economic position of
Kashan; second, the history of the formation of the Council of Merchants’
Representatives (Majles-e Vokalaye Tojjar) and the Kashan Chamber of Commerce
is studied; and third, an analysis of the activities of this institution based on existing
documents is conducted.

Materials and Methods

This study was conducted through a historical approach and based on the analysis of
documentary evidence. The principal sources used in this research consisted of the
archival records of Kashan Chamber of Commerce, including administrative
correspondence, minutes of meetings, reports, and letters related to the economic and
commercial activities of the city during 1334 - 1343 SH. In addition to these
documents, library sources, historical studies, and scholarly works concerning the
economic and social history of Iran in the Pahlavi 1l era were also consulted. The
method of investigation is descriptive-analytical, and the activities of the Chamber of
Commerce were examined within the broader context of the economic and
administrative developments of the country. Furthermore, through comparison
between documentary data and historical sources, the position of Kashan Chamber of
Commerce in pursuing economic demands, organizing commercial affairs, and
interacting with governmental institutions was evaluated.

Results

The data extracted from the documents indicated that the activities of Kashan
Chamber of Commerce were concentrated in four principal areas. First, in the field of
infrastructure, the documents pointed to continuous efforts aimed to establish
branches of Melli Bank and Bazargani Bank, to introduce automatic telephone
services, and to improve the road connections joining Kashan with Tehran and
Isfahan. Second, in the sphere of local industries, the records revealed practical
measures undertaken by Chamber to supervise the quality of wool and dyes used in
the carpet-weaving industry and to support textile factories against the influx of
foreign goods. Third, in the area of urban and social services, Chamber’s
correspondence reflected its participation in addressing the problems related to water
scarcity, in improving sanitary conditions, and in pursuing the establishment of
industrial vocational schools. Fourth, in the domain of administrative relations, the
documents demonstrated the role of Chamber in moderating the tax burdens imposed
on merchants and in mediating commercial disputes. Taken together, these findings
confirmed that during this period Chamber functioned as a focal point for the
articulation of regional economic demands, while the surviving correspondence with
the Ministry of Commerce and the municipality illustrated the extent of involvement
this institution had in the executive affairs of the city.

Conclusion
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The study of the documents of Kashan Chamber of Commerce during 1334 to 1343
SH has shown that after its reopening this institution was able—within the framework
of the economic and administrative structures of the Pahlavi Il period—to become one
of the most important channels for presenting economic demands and pursuing the
commercial and urban issues of the region. The analysis of administrative
correspondence, meeting minutes, and existing reports have shown that during this
period Kashan Chamber of Commerce played a role beyond that of a merely
professional institution and in practice acted as an intermediary link between local
economic actors and governmental agencies. The existing documents have indicated
that a significant part of the Chamber’s activities was devoted to pursuing the
infrastructural and developmental issues of the city—including efforts to establish
bank branches, to launch automatic telephone services, to improve the region’s
transportation routes, to address agricultural problems, and to support the
establishment of educational and technical centers. These measures have
demonstrated that Kashan Chamber of Commerce was aware of the connection
between economic development and the availability of communication, financial, and
educational infrastructures. Thus, within its capabilities, it sought to provide the
necessary conditions for improving the city’s economic situation. In the field of
production and trade, the Chamber’s documents have also presented a relatively
precise picture of the concerns of Kashan’s economic actors during this period.
Particular attention to the carpet weaving and textile industries, as among the principal
pillars of the regional economy, have been clearly evident in the Chamber’s
correspondence and decisions. Efforts to improve the quality of raw materials, to
prevent the use of inferior dyes, to pursue the establishment of guild associations
related to carpet weaving, and to warn against the threats arising from the introduction
of machine-made products all indicate the Chamber’s attempts to preserve the position
of Kashan’s traditional products in domestic and foreign markets. Alongside these
activities, addressing the tax problems of merchants and shopkeepers was another area
of concern for this institution; thus, the Chamber sought to defend the economic
interests of its members under economic stagnation during the 1330s. On the other
hand, the documents have illustrated that in practice Kashan Chamber of Commerce
adopted a strategy based on interaction and cooperation with governmental and
administrative institutions. By avoiding direct involvement in political conflicts, the
institution attempted to pursue the economic and urban demands of the region through
correspondence, negotiation, and achievement of the support of local and national
authorities—an approach that can be understood within the framework of Iran’s
political and administrative conditions during the 1330s and early 1340s. Overall, the
documents of Kashan Chamber of Commerce show that during the first decade of its
activity, after reopening, this institution played a considerable role in reflecting the
economic and social issues of the city and pursuing them at the administrative level.
In addition to clarifying the record of the activities of a local economic institution,
these documents have provided a picture of the structure of Kashan’s urban economy,
the concerns of the economic actors, and the manner of their interaction with the
government during the Pahlavi Il era. Therefore, this study and the analysis of these
documents can contribute to a more precise understanding of the economic history of
cities and the role of local institutions in the processes of economic development in
contemporary Iran.
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Abstract

Representation in the field of art is the process of reflecting and reproducing reality,
thought, and identity through symbolic and visual forms. Its significance lies in the
fact that, through representation, works of art become a medium for conveying
cultural, religious, and social concepts and provide an opportunity to interpret the
underlying layers of collective thought and beliefs. Therefore, examining
representation in works of art, particularly in handwoven textiles, is essential for
understanding how the identity and cultural discourses of each period are reflected.
The issue of representation in works of art, particularly in Qajar-period prayer rugs
from Kashan, is associated with components such as culture, identity, religious
beliefs, and the prevailing ideology. These representations often emerge indirectly
through mystical, religious, Sufi, mythological, and symbolic themes within the visual
structure of the rugs and provide a medium for conveying intellectual and ideological
concepts. The semantic layers arising from indigenous, historical, and social contexts
have contributed to the formation of representations that implicitly reflect the
ideological and identity-related themes of the Qajar period through symbolic
discourses. Despite their conceptual independence, these representations, in relation
to one another, constitute the ideological structure of the work. The symbolic motifs
of the mihrab and the inscriptions of Kashan’s prayer rugs, as a cultural medium, carry
coded messages derived from the history and collective memory of Iranian Muslims;
messages that have manifested themselves in the reproduction of the discourse of
power and in legitimizing the ideology of the rulers. The aim of this study is to identify
the artistic and cultural perspectives of the Qajar period, examine how they were
employed by Kashani designers and carpet weavers, and investigate the symbolic and
indirect representation of signs and social layers associated with the governmental
structure of that period. The present study was conducted using a descriptive-
analytical approach within the framework of qualitative research. Data were collected
from library sources to answer the following questions: which identity-related
components are reflected in the symbols and signs of Kashan’s prayer rugs? and how
and through what methods does the process of representation take place in these rugs?
The results indicated that aesthetic elements derived from nature, the architecture of
the mihrab, symbolic motifs, and Iranian identity-related signs have served as
effective mediators in the formation of mythological, mental, social, and realistic
representations.

Keywords: representation, identity, prayerr, Qajar period, Kashan.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Kashan, as a historic city and a center for cultural, economic, and artistic exchange,
became a symbol of Shi'a piety after the advent of Islam and came to be known as the
“Dar al-Mu’minin” (Abode of the Faithful). The art of carpet weaving in this region,
particularly during the Qajar period, extended beyond a mere economic activity and
reflected prevailing beliefs and social discourses. Among these artistic productions,
prayer rugs (mihrab carpets), drawing upon Iranian-Islamic architectural forms,
functioned as a medium for representing layers of identity, religion, and political
authority. The present study seeks to elucidate the relationship between the social
conditions of Kashan and the symbolic motifs embedded in these carpets, examining
the ways in which messages were conveyed and signs of power and religion were
represented through their designs. Through a structural and conceptual analysis of
these prayer rugs, this research explores how identity-related components are
articulated within this artistic context and how various discursive processes depict
mythological, mystical, and governmental themes within Qajar society. Ultimately,
the study aims to provide a deeper understanding of the indigenous artistic traditions
and the social dimensions embedded in the carpet-weaving heritage of Kashan.

Materials and Methods

This study adopts a qualitative approach and employs a descriptive—analytical method
to examine the semantic and symbolic layers embedded in Qajar-era mihrab carpets
from Kashan. Data collection was conducted through a systematic review of library
resources, scholarly articles, and reputable academic databases. The statistical
population of the study consists of 30 mihrab carpets whose visual documentation was
available in published sources and the Iran Carpet Museum. From this corpus, eight
samples were selected through purposive sampling based on their rich visual content
and strong symbolic representational capacity, allowing for an in-depth analysis.

The classification and examination of these works were carried out according to
the intersection of thematic content, design structure, and the relationship between
motifs and the identity roots of Iran from antiquity through the Islamic and Qajar
periods. In this research, the concept of “representation” served as the central
analytical framework for explaining how social, political, religious, cultural, and
identity-related elements were reflected and reproduced through human, animal,
mythological, vegetal, and textual motifs. Representation was, thereby, understood
not as a simple reflection of reality but rather as a process of meaning production and
reinterpretation within specific cultural and discursive contexts.

From this perspective, the qualitative analysis of images based on representation
enabled access to the hidden layers of these artworks and demonstrated how
signifying systems, such as images and symbols, were employed to convey both
explicit and implicit meanings. Ultimately, this study illustrated that in mihrab
carpets, the interplay between textual and visual expression functioned as a vehicle
for the manifestation of messages and complex structures which, through multilayered
visual language and discursive forms, contributed to the reproduction of historical
events, religious beliefs, and national identity.

Research Findings
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The findings of this study indicated that mihrab carpets produced in Kashan during
the Qajar period functioned as more than artistic artifacts; they served as a complex
and dynamic visual medium that reflected the social, cultural, political, and religious
transformations of the time while representing the realities and aspirations of society.
An analysis of these carpets revealed that Kashani artisans skillfully integrated
religious beliefs, Iranian archetypes, and Islamic architectural forms to create a
platform for the formation of diverse discourses.

These discourses were explained through four principal layers. First, religious and
spiritual discourses were manifested through the representation of Qur’anic symbols,
Hadiths, and the names of the Imams, thereby reinforcing religious identity and
legitimizing collective beliefs. Second, historical and mythological discourses
employed epic texts and ancient narratives to strengthen the connection between
national identity and cultural heritage. Third, the naturalistic discourse reflected the
regional ecosystem, local aesthetics, and tangible experiences derived from the
surrounding environment. Fourth, the discourse of power operateed through symbolic
codes and written texts, mediating between different social strata and political
structures, including the court and governing authorities, while simultaneously
representing underlying cultural policies.

The analysis of structural components demonstrated that these carpets, grounded
in the four pillars of “credibility,” “representation,” “discourse,” and “influence,”
became the instruments of cultural hegemony through mental, visual, and textual
forms of representation. By establishing a connection between “simplicity and popular
needs” on the one hand and “luxury and the demands of the ruling elite” on the other,
these works successfully institutionalized social aspirations and ritual requirements
within a symbolic framework. In effect, the mihrab carpet, through its networked
structure of signs and motifs, created a bridge between the objective realities of social
life and the subjective, ritualistic world of the people.

Conclusion

In conclusion, this research has demonstrated that Qajar-era mihrab carpets of Kashan
constituted a communicative system in which aesthetic values, symbolic power, and
religious devotion were intricately intertwined. Through this synthesis, they
legitimized existing power structures, reinforced local culture, and reconstructed
Iranian-Islamic identity. These carpets should, therefore, be regarded not only as the
masterpieces of traditional weaving but also as historical documents reflecting
political developments, social transformations, and shifting discourses of the Qajar
era. By exerting a dual influence on diverse audiences, they contributed to the
reproduction and preservation of the community’s cultural and identity consciousness
within a symbolic and visually mediated context.
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Abstract

Sam Mirza Safavi, who was crowned Safi Il at the beginning of his reign, ascended
the throne again after a period of time under the name Suleiman, an unusual event
reflected in historical and artistic sources. In addition to its political significance, his
coronation ceremony was represented in historical sources and in works such as a
brocade textile attributed to Kashan. The aim of this study is to examine how this
event is reflected in the aforementioned textile and in contemporary historical texts.
The main question is: what similarities and differences exist between the visual and
written accounts of this event? This study is qualitative and uses a descriptive-
analytical, historical, and a synchronic comparative approach. The present study
conducts a parallel comparison and analysis of the coronation brocade of Shah
Suleiman and historical texts from the same period. The findings indicate that both
sources share common symbolism and key elements, including an emphasis on the
king’s position as God’s representative and the legitimization of royal authority.
Nevertheless, differences can also be observed, which are primarily attributable to the
differing purposes and modes of expression of each medium. The brocade textile
focuses predominantly on visual and symbolic aspects, whereas the historical texts
provide details and discuss the political and social contexts. Overall, this comparison
demonstrated that textile art during the Safavid period, beyond its decorative function,
played an effective role in representing and consolidating political power.

Keywords: Safavid Period, historiography, Shah Safi (Suleiman) Safavi, coronation,
Kashan brocade textile
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Sam Mirza, the son of Safi Mirza, ascended to the throne as the sole legitimate heir at
the age of eighteen, just eight days after the death of Shah Abbas the Great in 1038
AH. A significant event occurred when he was sixteen, which profoundly altered his
destiny: a eunuch arrived on behalf of Shah Abbas I, bringing exquisite brocades as a
gift for the prince. These fabrics did not suit Sam Mirza’s taste and refrained from
expressing any satisfaction or gratitude, even after learning about the source of the
gift. This behavior deeply concerned Shah, as he feared that the prince’s excessive
freedom and his unchecked, natural arrogance could end up in perilous consequences.
Consequently, Shah ordered his son to be confined in a remote estate.

Sam Mirza, who had been named after his great ancestor “Safi Mirza” in
childhood—as it was customary for many Safavid princes—initially ascended the
throne under the same name during his first coronation ceremony. However, on the
advice of his ministers and courtiers, a second coronation was held approximately two
years later, at which he selected the name “Shah Suleiman.”

The coronation ceremony of Shah Safi was not only reflected in the written records
of that era but was also immortalized in the works of art. One of the most prominent
examples is a gold-woven (Zarbaft) textile, attributed to the weaving workshops of
Kashan, which portrays the coronation scene with masterful artistic delicacy.

Materials and Methods

This study is descriptive, analytical, and historical in nature and was conducted using
a qualitative approach. The research adopted a synchronic comparative method. The
statistical population of the study consisted of Safavid-period luxury textiles, from
among which a single piece of brocaded fabric attributed to Kashan weavers, which
depicted the coronation scene of Shah Safi, was selected through purposive sampling.

Data collection was carried out through documentary and field-based methods. A
section of the study, using field research and relying on two main pillars—direct
observation and interviews with experts—examined the technical and structural
characteristics of the fabric under study, which was housed in the Tar-o Pud Museum
of Yazd. In the first stage, a careful observation grounded in technical details—
including the type of weave, warp and weft density, and the visual features of the
work—was conducted, and the necessary visual documentation for structural analysis
was recorded. In the next stage, specialized interviews were conducted with several
experts and senior scholars in traditional textile weaving in order to complement the
data obtained from direct observation and to achieve a deeper understanding of the
technical subtleties and production history of the work.

Finally, the data were analyzed using content analysis and comparative analysis
methods. As a result, the visual content of the fabric and historical texts were
interpreted and compared simultaneously in order to identify their points of similarity,
differences, and the reasons for them. This analysis helps better understand the role
of art in representing historical events and the extent to which the different aims of
media shape narratives.

Conclusion
A comparative study of the historical narrative of Shah Suleiman Safavid’s coronation
and the exquisite textile attributed to Kashan reveals that both sources—despite their
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differences in medium and intended purpose—have highlighted the central theme of
the ceremony: namely, the status of the monarch and his divine legitimacy. The
historical text of the coronation—by emphasizing the presence of court dignitaries,
officials, and elaborate rituals—underscores the importance of the “Divine Glory”
(Farrah-e Izadi) and divine support in bolstering the Shah’s power. It provides precise
details regarding Shah’s countenance, the royal throne, the plane trees, and formal
rites, such as the reading of royal decrees and sermons.

The textile in question also portrayed a visual representation of this ceremony
while preserving its symbolic and ceremonial elements. These variations reflect the
influence of each source’s intended purpose. Moremover, due to the delicacy of the
weave and the constraints of the loom’s width, the number of figures and visual
elements has been reduced compared to the actual event, as an adaptation to suit the
artistic composition of the piece.
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Abstract

The word figh and its derivatives in the Holy Qur’an and Islamic narrations have given
rise to two different interpretations. Jurists have generally understood it as referring
to knowledge of the Sharia and, consequently, have regarded the obligation of
tafagquh as referring to knowledge of the rulings concerning what is lawful and
unlawful, while considering the virtues mentioned regarding it to apply to scholars in
this field. In contrast, philosophers and mystics have understood the use of this term
in a philosophical-mystical sense. Identifying the usage of this term in Qur’anic and
narrational texts reveals its semantic position within Islamic culture. Mulla Muhsin
Fayz Kashani is among those who, despite having a background in jurisprudence and
the principles of jurisprudence, preferred the meaning of “inner jurisprudence” (figh
al-batin), which corresponds to its philosophical-mystical conception, over the
conventional concept of Sharia. He has therefore generally interpreted the term in
question and its derivatives, as used in Qur’anic verses and narrations, from this
perspective. The present study aims to identify the concept of figh in his interpretive
perspective and ultimately reinforces the proposition that the use of figh in the
meaning reflected in the writings of mystics and philosophers, including Fayz
Kashani, despite its use to refer to knowledge of the Sharia in some early texts and the
predominance of this meaning in later texts concerning Sharia jurisprudence, appears
to be more accurate.

Keywords: Fayz Kashani, Figh, knowledge of the inner, Sharia, philosophy.

Extended Abstract

Introduction

The term figh is among the most significant concepts in Islamic intellectual tradition
and, in contemporary usage, predominantly refers to the discipline of Islamic
jurisprudence and the derivation of legal rulings. However, a closer examination of
Qur’anic and hadith literature, as well as the works of Muslim scholars, indicates that
in the early Islamic periods the term possessed a considerably broader semantic scope,
encompassing profound understanding, religious insight, and the cognition of divine
realities. Mulla Muhsin Faydh KashanT is among the scholars, who emphasizes this
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expansive meaning in his exegetical and hadith-based works. He maintains that many
occurrences of figh and its derivatives in the Qur’an and hadith refer to theological
knowledge, the awareness of divine truths, and an esoteric understanding (figh al-
batin), rather than merely practical legal cognition. The present study aims to
elucidate Faydh Kashani’s conception of figh and to evaluate the extent to which his
gnostic-hermeneutical interpretation corresponds with historical, Qur’anic, hadith,
and Nahj al-Balagha evidence. The objective is to determine the degree of
compatibility between his interpretations and those of the earliest Islamic sources.

Materials and Methods

This research adopts a descriptive—analytical method based on library research. First,
Faydh Kashani’s view on the concept of figh was extracted from his major works,
particularly al-Safi, al-Wafi, and al-Nukhbah fi al-Hikmah al- ‘Amaliyyah wa al-
Ahkam al-Shar ‘iyyah, and analyzed. Subsequently, several domains of evidence were
examined in order to evaluate his perspective. In this regard, the historical usage of
the term figh in the early Islamic period and its semantic evolution were first
investigated to determine whether its application to jurisprudence was original or part
of later terminological development. Then, Qur’anic verses containing derivatives of
the root f-g-h were analyzed in terms of their semantic implications. Third, the
occurrence of the term in Nahj al-Balagha and the sayings of Imam ‘Al (peace be
upon him) were studied to clarify its usage in one of the most important Islamic texts.
Fourth, a collection of relevant narrations involving figh, tafaqquh, and faqih was
examined and classified into three categories: general narrations, narrations
containing the phrase tafaqquh fi al-din, and narrations describing the qualities of the
fagth. Finally, the collected data were compared with Faydh Kashani’s view, and the
degree of convergence or divergence was assessed. The analytical framework focused
on identifying the dominant meaning of figh in Qur’anic and hadith usage as well as
evaluating its relation to the later technical jurisprudential meaning.

Research Findings

The findings indicated that the term figh, according to Faydh Kashanti, in a significant
portion of Qur’anic verses and narrations did not denote jurisprudential knowledge in
its technical sense. Rather, it referred to the deep comprehension of divine teachings,
the recognition of theological truths, and religious insight. As Faydh Kashani argued,
the later dominance of the technical meaning of figh as legal jurisprudence was the
result of subsequent developments in Islamic sciences and should not be retroactively
imposed on all Qur’anic and hadith usages. Historical analysis of the concept showed
that in the earliest Islamic period, figh was predominantly used to denote profound
understanding and religious cognition and only gradually acquired its specialized
legal meaning. This supported Faydh Kashani’s interpretation of its original semantic
scope. Examination of Qur’anic verses further demonstrated that derivatives of figh
were frequently associated with understanding divine truths, perceiving the divine
message, and attaining insight into matters of the belief. In particular, although the
conventional jurisprudential interpretation of the verse of nafr was possible, textual
indications suggested that tafaqquh fi al-din could also signify comprehensive
understanding of religion and the capacity to warn and guide others. The analysis of
Nahj al-Balagha revealed a strong alignment with Faydh Kashani’s view. In most
instances, figh was employed to denote profound understanding, spiritual insight, and
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wisdom rather than technical jurisprudence. Considering the cultural and historical
context of the era of Imam “Ali (peace be upon him), this usage indicated that the term
had not yet been restricted to legal specialization. Hadith analysis yielded similar
results. In many narrations, tafagquh was used without qualification, and contextual
evidence suggested that it referred to the deep awareness of religious knowledge. In
narrations containing the expression tafaqquh fi al-din, it was contrasted with
ignorance and deprivation from guidance, thereby indicating a broad conception of
religious understanding. Moreover, narrations describing the fagih attributed qualities
such as asceticism, fear of God, insight, awareness of the soul’s defects, orientation
toward the hereafter, reflection upon the Qur’an, and adherence to the Prophetic
tradition. These characteristics demonstrated that the fagik in hadith literature was not
merely a legal expert but a possessor of comprehensive spiritual and theological
knowledge. Overall, the evidence suggested that Faydh Kashani’s interpretation of
figh as “al-figh al-akbar” or “esoteric figh” was not only compatible with Qur’anic
and hadith evidence but also more consistent with the early usage of the term.

Conclusion

The study concludes that the term figh and its derivatives, according to Faydh
Kashani, in a significant portion of Qur’anic verses and narrations have referred to
deep religious cognition, the awareness of divine truths, and esoteric understanding
rather than being restricted to jurisprudential knowledge. Historical, Qur’anic, hadith-
based, and Nahj al-Balagha evidence have further indicated that this interpretation is
substantially consistent with early Islamic usage. Accordingly, Faydh Kashani’s view
may be regarded as an interpretation aligned with a major strand of the early Islamic
intellectual heritage. However, this does not negate the importance of technical
jurisprudential figh, but rather it indicates that a deeper layer of religious
understanding, alongside legal knowledge, is also embedded within the conceptual
scope of figh in foundational Islamic texts. Therefore, in Faydh Kashani’s conception,
figh is a comprehensive concept encompassing jurisprudential knowledge alongside
theological cognition, spiritual insight, and the understanding of divine realities.
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Abstract

Muhammad-Bagir Khordeh Kashani was a talented poet and accomplished
calligrapher from Kashan who lived in the tenth and eleventh centuries AH. Like
several other Kashani poets, he migrated to India in his youth, where he gained a
position at the court of Ibrahim Adil Shah. He never returned to Kashan and eventually
passed away in India. Nevertheless, memories of his beloved and homeland always
remained with him and occasionally found their way into his poetry. Examining these
reflections is the subject of the present study. By using a descriptive and analytical
approach, this study seeks to answer this question: how are Kashan and Bagqir’s
identity, as a Kashani, reflected in his poetry? The study concludes that, although
these reflections are not numerous, they appear in two areas: first, references to
Kashan and some places within or around it; and second, the manifestation of
proverbs, vocabulary, expressions, and popular/Kashani idioms. These references and
usages can be utilized in historical and cultural studies of Kashan.

Keywords: Kashan, Muhammad-Bagir Khordeh, popular culture, popular
expressions, Dasht-Afroz, Atal-Matal
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Language serves as the most critical repository for the preservation, vitality, and
intergenerational transmission of culture. Within this framework, poets, as the
products of their respective eras, play a pivotal role in documenting customs,
traditions, beliefs, and linguistic idioms. The Safavid era, characterized by dynamic
literary exchanges between Iran and India as the emergence of the Sabk-i Hindr (the
Indian Style) demonstrated, represents a major locus for the integration of colloguial
speech into standard canonical poetry. Muhammad Baqir Khurda-yi Kashani (d. 1038
AH /1628 CE) was an eminent poet and calligrapher of this period who migrated to
India during his youth and attained a distinguished position at the court of Ibrahtm
‘Adil Shah. Despite his permanent residency in India, the memory of his birthplace
(Kashan) and its vernacular culture remained deeply embedded in his psyche and
literary expression. The primary objective of this study is to elucidate how regional,
geographical, and colloquial elements of Kashan are reflected in the unedited
manuscript of Baqir Khurda’s Diwan (collected poems).

Methodology

This study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach. Given that multiple manuscripts
are open to attribution to the Diwan of "Baqir," this research first engaged in rigorous
textual criticism to differentiate the codices. It demonstrates that certain manuscripts
(such as Manuscript No. 6555 in the Razavi Library) belong to Baqir Astarabadi rather
than Baqir Khurda. The textual evidence extracted for this paper is strictly based on
the authentic manuscripts of Baqir Khurda's Diwan, specifically the Asafiya and
Aligarh codices. Data collection was conducted through a meticulous, word-by-word
textual extraction from the Diwan, followed by a historical-comparative analysis
utilizing geographical texts and authoritative vernacular lexicons such as Atifi’s
compendium of Kashani idioms and proverbs.

Findings

The textual analysis of Baqir Khurda’s Diwan revealed that the representation of the
poet’s birthplace was categorized into two primary axes: first, toponyms and
historical-geographical landmarks of Kashan; second, its environs and the deployment
of Kashani vernacular vocabulary, idioms, and metaphors.

Regarding the first axis, Baqir Khurda, while in diaspora in India, extoled Kashan
through a deeply nostalgic and melancholic lens, describing it as “an unprovisioned
corner of Paradise.” He also referenced well-known regional environmental hazards
such as the infamous scorpions of Kashan. The most significant cultural-geographical
finding of this study was the poet’s explicit mention of three specific toponyms:
“Fin”—depicted as a verdant and flourishing promenade during the spring season.
The Abyaran waterfall (dbshar-i Abyaran)—identified as the probable source of the
Fin spring and the historical site for municipal water distribution. Dasht-i Afriz—
currently serves as a cemetery in Kashan—was proved through Baqir Khurda’s poetic
evidence—cross-referenced with ancient texts such as the 6th-century AH qasida of
Sayyid Abu al-Rida Rawandi and accounts from the Tarikh-i Qum regarding the
"Shiqq of Abriz"—to be formerly a historically expansive plain, a popular
recreational pasture, and a gathering place for the youth. The Mazar-i Shikhan—
formerly a cemetery—became subsequently expanded and eventually lent its funerary
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association to the entire plain. Samsarkhan, which was mentioned in the elegy for
Sanjar, likely refers to a caravanserai within the ancient bazaar of Kashan (Saray-i
Samsaran) that served as a venue for communal mourning rituals.

In regard to second axis, the deployment of Kashani vernacular vocabulary,
idioms, and metaphors, Baqir Khurda, in order to adhere to classical poetic meters
(‘arad) and standard literary structures, occasionally subjected colloquial words to
literary modification (e.g., transforming the dialectal ba-ra-darmun into the standard
bahr-i darman); however, he preserved numerous dialectal elements intact for
instance, technical and colloquial vocabularies. He deliberatly utilized dialectal terms
such as bash (look/see), band shudan (to become stuck/entangled), bar u ri (facial
beauty/comeliness), chashta-khar (habituated to a specific privilege or vice),
dargashta (ruined/perverted), and wakashidan. historical validation of the “Atal
Matal” nursery rhyme was a specific distich by Baqir Khurda that contained the
phonetic phrase “Atattal-tutaltal.” Alongside, a mystical treatise by his contemporary
fellow-townsman, Fayd Kashani, this verse stands as the earliest extant textual
evidence confirming the currency of the traditional Iranian children's rhyme "Atal
Matal Tutula" in Kashan during the 16th and 17th centuries CE.

In respect to colloquial metaphors and proverbs, the living idioms from Kashani
folklore were integrated: including Atash ba giir-i kasi andakhtan ("casting fire into
someone’s grave"; meaning to bring ruin upon someone's memory or lineage); Az
‘umr pashiman kardan ("making one regret one’s life"); Badimjan-i bad afat nadarad
("bad eggplants are immune to blight"; reflecting resilience or the persistence of the
wicked); Ba tanab-i kast ba chah raftan ("descending into a well with someone else's
rope"; denoting blind, detrimental reliance on others); Puf-i kasagart ("the potter’s
puff”; referring to a critical, closely guarded trade secret). Ja T naminishinad kih ab
ba zirish biravad ("never sitting where water can seep underneath him"; denoting
extreme caution and calculation); Khana-raushant kardan ("brightening the house";
referring to the final, terminal burst of energy exhibited by a dying patient before
death).

Conclusion

This investigation into the Diwan of Muhammad Baqir Khurda-yi Kashani
demonstrated that his displacement from his homeland and protracted residency
within the literary milieus of India did not sever his emotional and linguistic ties to
his birthplace. His poetry served as a faithful mirror of Safavid-era geography and the
folklore of Kashan. Re-evaluating his Diwan not only clarified his transitional, bridge-
like role in the evolution of the Indian Style (Sabk-i Hindr) but also yielded invaluable
data for researchers concerning the historical geography of the region (e.g., the
functional transition of Dasht-i Afrtiz from a pasture to a necropolis) and the antiquity
of Iranian folkloric texts (dating the "Atal Matal" rhyme back to the Safavid period).
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Abstract

Although Ta‘ziyeh is an art form originating in the context of Ashura, it has not
remained confined to its historical framework. Rather, within the context of popular
culture and literature, and drawing upon the diversity of the tastes of manuscript
writers as well as the preferences and demands of society, it has entered numerous
historical, religious, cultural, mythological, mystical, and other domains.
Consequently, the number of Ta‘ziyeh manuscripts and subjects has grown to several
hundred performances. Among the themes of this popular artistic treasury are
narratives concerning the lives of the descendants of the Imams in various regions of
Iran. Among them, Imamzadeh Sultan Ali ibn Muhammad Bagir (peace be upon him),
buried in Ardehal, Kashan, is the most important Imamzadeh in this region and is
among the descendants of the Imams who have received particular attention and
devotion from both the elite and the general populace in Iran. This study examines the
Ta‘ziyeh manuscript of Sultan Ali (peace be upon him), composed by Mir-Eza of
Kashan, and investigates the particular sanctity attributed to the land of Ardehal, the
similarities between the Ardehal incident and the event of Ashura, the textual analysis
of the Sultan Ali Ta‘ziyeh manuscript, and certain characteristics of this Ta ziyeh. It
seeks to demonstrate the reasons for the connection and dependence of the Sultan Ali
Ta‘ziyeh script on Iranian and mythological motifs and ultimately aims to answer
these questions: to what extent this Ta‘ziyeh performance draws upon the narratives
found in biographical and hagiographical sources and to what extent it is created by
Ta‘ziyeh manuscript writers? And does this performance have connections with other
Ta'ziyeh performances, particularly those concerning Imamzadehs? This study is a
library-based research.

Keywords: Ta‘ziyeh, popular Literature, Imamzadehs, Sultan Ali ibn Muhammad
Bagir (peace be upon him), Ardehal


mailto:mohamadkhodadn@yahoo.com

10.22052/KASHAN.2026.258515.1162

YAYZY00 4o V£ £ oybimmo; 9 jarl d(F0 Loal) ¥ Blowd ¢ omlid y WSS

Extended Abstract

Introduction

Although Ta'ziyyah is an art form that originated in Ashura, the martydom of Imam
Hussein, it was not limited to its historical form and redeployed by diversity of the
composers and included many historical, religious, cultural, mythological, mystical
topics. Therefore, the number of Ta'ziyyah versions and backgrounds has increaded.
Among the topics this folk art covers are the narrations of the lives of the descendants
of the Imams in different regions of Iran, including that of Imamzadeh Sultan Ali Ibn
Muhammad Bagir (AS) buried in Ardahal, Kashan. This study examines a version of
Sultan Ali's (AS) Ta'ziyyah, a poem written by Mir'Aza'i Kashani, the special sanctity
of the land of Ardehal, the similarities of Ardehal incident to Ashura incident, a textual
analysis of Sultan Ali's Ta'ziyyah, and some features of this Ta'ziyyah. It aims to
provide the reasons for the continuity and dependence of Sultan Ali's Ta'ziyyah on
Iranian mythological sources and to address the extent to which this Ta'ziyyah
assembly has benefited from the narratives of Tazkirahs and Ta'ziyyah assembly's
cooking. It also seeks to explore whether this assembly has any connection with the
other Ta'ziyyah assemblies, especially those of Ta'ziyyahs of Imamzadehs.
Materials and Methods

There are references to the significance of the personality of Imamzadeh Sultan Ali
and his tomb and shrine. However, in the last century, Mulla Abdul Rasool Madani
published a biography of Hazrat Sultan Ali, which provided a more detailed account
of the migration and three-year life of this Imamzadeh in the Kashan region. This
biography was published in 2004 by Mursal Publications under the title of Biography
and Martyrdom of Hazrat Sultan Ali bin Muhammad Bagir. In the last four decades,
books have been published on the life and martyrdom of Shahid Ardahal, including
the collections written by Majid Zajaji.

Substantial studies have been conducted by Iranologists and religious scholars
about the traditional and religious ritual of carpet washing, which is held every year
in commemoration of the martyrdom of this Imamzadeh in Ardehal. Although
numerous books and articles have been written on the subject of Ta’ziyyah and
various versions, no specific research has been done on the Ta’ziyyah of Imamzadeh
Sultan Ali, except one by Samaneh Kazemi, in her book Mir Ezzai Kashani; The
Territory of Ta’ziyyah (2007). In this book, Kazemi investigates about this
Imamzadeh through interviews she conducted with the people of Ardehal.

This research is a library study and qualitative in method, studying the printed
version of the Ta’ziyyah of Hazrat Sultan Ali in Mir Ezzai Kashani’s book The
Territory of Ta ziyyah. Of course, before Samaneh Kazemi, Jaber EI-Ounayyah wrote
about elements of Ta’ziyyah in his book Ta'ziyyah; The play Mourning (1935)
published a version of Sultan Ali's Majlis Ta'ziyya, entitled A Meeting in Mourning
Imamzadeh Sultan Ali. The basis of this story is the same as the version printed in the
book Mir'Aza in the Realm of Ta'ziyya, although there are some differences in the
characterizations and the arrangement of the version and the poems.

Research Findings

The life stories of many Imamzadehs in all parts of Iran have been the subject of
Ta'ziyyah gatherings. Ta'ziyyah is an Iranian art that narrates the life stories of great
figures of Islam and Iran, including the lives of prophets and imams as well as
historical and mythological figures. The event of Karbala is the core subjects of
Ta'ziyyah poems, and other historical events are described as the pre-event or the post-
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event of Karbala. This art form, which is derived from the intersection of poetry,
music, and drama has undergone a historical transition like any other cultural and
social phenomenon. This transition begun from the mourning rituals of Siavash and
Yadgar Zariran in pre-Islamic times, proceeded in the mourning caravans during the
Buyid era, the Ashura elegies of the Safavid and Zand dynasties, and Ta'ziyyah
manuscript writers in the Qajar era, especially the Tekye of Nasseri's government, and
continued up to this day.

In this direction, numerous Ta'ziyeh-namehs have been composed, numbering
several hundred Majles. Among them, Ta'ziyeh Majles, related to the prominent
martyrs of Ashura, are read more often as they include complete and mature poetry,
vocal styles, and dramatic spacing and to which the desire and attention of the
founders and listeners of the Ta'ziyeh are more attracted. However, the rest of
Ta'ziyeh-namehs are performed on the occasion of proximity in place or time or on
the request of Ta'ziyeh reciters and Majles.

Iranian Imamzadehs, who often have a Tazkirah or biography in sources and
memoirs or in popular traditions, also have Ta'ziyeh-nameh (commentary books).
There, the dramatic story of their lives is composed by the poets of Ta'ziyeh
gatherings; these Ta'ziyehs are recited from time to time, at least at Imamzadeh's
burial site or in the surrounding areas.

The mourning assembly of Ali ibn Muhammad Bagir (AS), the son of the fifth
Imam of the Shiites, known as Sultan Ali (a.s.), is also among these mourning letters.
This Imamzadeh is one of the well-known and trusted Imamzadehs buried in Iran,
who, along with Hazrat Masoumeh (a.s.), Ahmad ibn Musa (a.s.), and Abdul Azim
Hassani (a.s.), are mentioned as the four prominent Imamzadehs of Iran. In ancient
sources such as Al-Nagz by Abdul Jalil Qazvini and The Divan of Abul Reza Rawandi,
Mashhad Ardahal is mentioned as Mashhad “Barkersuf” and “Barkers” and Mashhad
Imamzadeh Ali (AS).

Conclusion

The mourning assembly of Sultan Ali ibn Muhammad Bagir (AS), buried in Mashhad
Ardahal, Kashan, has the same maotifs, archetypes, roots, and approaches that can be
seen in many similar mourning assemblies. This assembly is the narrative of the
invitation and migration of the son of Imam Bagir (AS) from Medina to the Kashan
region. Mir Ezzai Kashani, the copyist of this mourning assembly, has combined
limited historical sources with legends, myths, and folk beliefs in the usual way of a
copyist to compose this assembly, expanding and detailing the narrative of the
martyrdom of the Imamzadeh. However, the value of this mourning assembly lies in
the expression of traditions, culture, and beliefs in this Imamzadeh. People gather at
the shrine of this Imamzadeh every day of the year, especially on the second and third
Fridays of Mehr, along with the traditional ritual of carpet washers on the Friday of
Finis and mourning for that Imamzadeh on the Friday of Nashalji. Every year, on the
Friday of Nashalji, they perform the mourning ceremony for Sultan Ali next to the
shrine of Shahzadeh Hossein, in the neighborhood of the shrine of Hazrat Sultan Ali.
In this ceremony, the sanctity of the land of Ardehal, the escape to the event of Ashura,
the historical, social, and geographical characteristics of the surrounding areas of the
Imamzadeh's tomb, the evil taint of the Imam'’s murderers, the Imam's exile, and the
perverse behavior of the times, Imamzadeh's knowledge of his future and destiny, the
similarities of the characters with mythological characters, are mentioned in a simple
and understandable narrative.
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